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GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS 
AMERICAN  EXPEDITIONARY  FORCES 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  Staff 


Fbancf,  October  U,  1918 

1.  Tlie  following  regulations  for  standard  motor  vehicle 
operation  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  are  published 
for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned. 

2.  Train  and  Company  Commanders  will  be  held  strictly 
responsible  that  their  personnel  is  familiar  with  the  contents  of 
these  regulations. 

By  command  of  General  Pershing: 

JAMES  W.  McANDHEW, 

Chief  of  Staff 

Officjal: 

ROBERT  C.  DAVIS,        .  ' 
Adjutant  General 


189625 
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Regulations  for 
Standard  Motor  Vehicle  Operation 
A.  E.  F. 


Road  Procedure  for  all  Motor  Vehicles 
Travelling    Alone    or    In  Convoy 

A.    GENERAL  RULES 

1.  The  military  police  on  duty  will  be  strictly 

obeyed. 

2.  No  vehicle  will  be  left  by  the  road  side  un- 
attended. In  case  of  a  break  down  or  other 
cause  for  delay,  the  driver  will  remain  with 
his  charge  until  the  vehicle  has  been  returned 
to  its  base  or  after  relief  by  competent  author- 
ity, eg.,  commanding  officer. 

3.  There  is  no  excuse  for  a  broken  down  vehicle 
being  left  in  the  middle  of  the  road. 

4.  A  guard  will  be  placed  over  vehicles  parked 
for  the  night. 

5.  Except  in  cases  of  emergency,  no  motor  vehicle 
will  be  driven  by  any  person  except  the  driver 
regularly  assigned  thereto. 

6.  Never,   under   any   circumstances,    till  the 
gasoline  tank  or  work  on  the  carburetor  in  the 
.presence  of  a  naked  flame  or  oil  lantern.  If 
this  work  must  be  done  in  the  dark,  use  an 
electric  torch. 
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7.  Do  not  smoke  while  driving. 

8.  Drivers  are  cautioned  that  when  a  block  occurs 
there  is  great  danger  of  drawing  shell  fire, 
due  to  observation  of  congestion  by  the  enemy. 
Each  driver  must  endeavor  to  prevent  such 
blocks  by  complying  with  the  tralFic  regula- 
tions and  orders  of  the  traffic  police. 

9.  Motor  vehicles  will  be  driven  without  lights 
at  such  times  and  such  places  as  specified  by 
the  traffic  control  or  road  signs. 

B.    TRAFFIC  REGULATIONS  (See  also  Part  E) 

1.  Drivers  will  keep  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
road  at  all  times  whether  moving  ov  standing. 

2.  In  changing  direction  or  stopping,  always  give 
appropriate  hand  signals. 

3.  The  use  of  the  muffler  cut-out  is  absolutely 
forbidden  at  all  times. 

4.  Pay  careful  attention  to  road  signs  and  to 
convoy  signals. 

5.  Never  proceed  on  a  road  in  a  direction  opposite 
to  that  prescribed  for  traffic  circulation. 

6.  Always  give  way  promptly  to  faster  moving 
vehicles. 

7.  On  dry  dusty  roads  in  the  Zone  of  Advance, 
it  is  necessary  to  reduce  the  speed,  in  order  to 
keep  down  the  dust.  Clouds  of  dust  attract 
the  enemy's  attention.  Reducing  speed  also 
reduces  liability  to  accident,  especially  at 
night. 

8.  Loaded  trucks  have  the  right  of  way  over 
empty  convoys. 

9.  Beyond  rail  heads,  etc.,  loaded  vehicles  going 
to  the  front  have  the  right  of  way  over 
ambulances. 

10.  Drive  slowly  at  night  when  without  lights. 
This  avoids  accidents  and  trucks  are  less  apt 
to  be  lost. 
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11.  If  driving  with  lights  and  a  car  or  convoy  ap- 
proaches, dim  your  lights.  It  avoids  accidents 
due  to  blinding  head  lights.  This  is  especially 
true  when  the  car  or  convoy  is  driving  with- 
out lights.  In  approaching  or  passing  vehicles 
under  such  conditions  dim  your  lights  at  once. 
Not  only  does  the  light  blind  the  men  but  the 
shadows  cast  are  very  confusing  to  a  man 
when  driving  in  the  dark. 

ii.    Dim  all  lights  in  towns  and  cities. 

13.  In  descending  a  steep  hill  use  the  engine  as  a 
brake  by  shifting  to  a  lower  gear. 

14.  A  hailed  convoy  must  never  be  passed  without 
first  obtaining  permission  from  its  Cotnmand- 
ing  Officer  and  without  making  sure  that  the 
doubling  can  be  accomplished  without  con- 
fusion. 

15.  Do  not  make  unecessary  noise  with  horns  or 
klaxons. 

16.  Observe  the  following  rules  for  "■doubling" 
i.e.  passing  traffic  moving  in  the  same  direction. 

a.  In  passing  vehicles  travelling  in  the  same 
direction,  the  driver  will  always  pass  the 
vehicle  on  the  left,  and  sound  his  horn. 

b.  In  passing  a  standing  or  moving  convoy,  a 
driver  will  s/^nt'  down  arid  sound  liis  /torn. 

c.  A  vehicle  must  never  double  moving 
vehicles  having  similar  or  higher  speed  limits. 
Thus  a  tractor  must  not  double  a  truck,  and  a 
truck  must  not  double  a  touring  car.,  etc. 

d.  A  vehicle  must  never  double  when  going 
around  corners  or  sharp  curves. 

e.  Vehicles  must  never  attempt  to  double 
when  there  there  is  a  block  ahead. 

f.  Never  double  in  towns  or  villages. 

g.  Never  double  while  descending  steep  hills^ 
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h.  Never  double  just  before  reaching  the  top 
of  a  hill. 


/.  Do  not  doul)le  unless  the  road  is  wide 
enough  to  allow  18  inches  between  vehicles. 

/.  In  doubling,  do  not  make  sharp  angles 
before  or  after  passing  the  vehicle  in  front. 

17.  In  meeting  vehicles  coming  inofjposite  direction 
observe  the  following  rules: — 

a.  A  driver  will  always  pass  an  approaching 
vehicle  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  give  it 
half  of  the  road 

b.  Slow  down  if  the  approaching  vehicle  is 
throwing  clouds  of  dust  across  the  road. 

c.  Slow  down  to  half  speed  if  the  road  is 
narrow  or  rough. 

d.  In  case  of  traffic  or  other  obstacle  at  the 
point  where  two  vehicles  will  meet,  the  vehicle 
having  the  clear  road  ahead  has  the  right  of 
way,  and  the  other  vehicle  must  slow  down  or 
stop  if  necessary. 

18.  At  crossroads  observe  the  following  rules: — 

a.  Unless  the  cross  road  can  be  seen  in  either 
direction  for  75  yards,  slow  down. 

b.  A  vehicle  travelling  on  a  main  road  has  the 
right  of  way  over  vehicles  travelling  smaller 
roads,  unless  specific  instructions  to  the  con- 
trary are  prescribed  by  the  traffic  police. 

19.  In  crossing  railroads:  — 

a.  Slow  down. 

b.  If  the  gates  are  closed,  do  not  start  before 
both  are  open. 

c.  In  case  the  road  passes  under  the  railroad) 
make  sure  that  there  is  adequate  clearance 
between  the  bridge  and  the  top  of  the  vehicle. 
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20.    In  halting;  observe  the  following  rules:  — 


a.  If  it  is  necessary  to  stop  on  a  hill,  put  a 
block  under  the  rear  wheel. 

b.  Motors  will  not  be  left  running  to  exceed 
one  (1)  minute  Avhen  the  vehicle  is  standino- 

c.  Examine  amount  of  water,  gas  and  oil  after 
each  stop. 

d.  Vehicles  will  not  halt  on  bridges, in  narrow 
roads  or  defiles,  or  on  turns.  Tney  will  never 
lialt  within  lifty  yards  of  a  cross  road,  road 
fork  or  railroad  crossing. 

e.  Investigate  and  find  the  cause  of  all  unusual 
noises  in  the  vehicle. 

/.  Should  a  vehicle  be  unable  to  proceed  under 
its  own  power,  request  should  be  made  on  the 
next  one  in  the  rear  to  pull  forward  and  give 
assistance. 

g-.  Drivers,  when  dismounted,  will  keep  off' 
the  center  and  left  liand  side  of  the  road. 

SPEED  LIMITS 

The  maximum  speed  of  motor  vehicles  is  pre- 
scribed as  follows : 


In  Cm  es  and  V illages 

1  rucks   8  miles  per  hour 

Passenger  Cars,  Ambu- 
lances, Motorcycles          10  miles  per  hour 

On  Open  Roads  Outside  of  Cities 
and  Villages 

'^''■Licks   12  miles  per  hour 

Ambulances   14  miles  per  hour 

I  ight  passenger  cars . .    25  miles  per  hour 

Heav}'  passenger  cars 

and  motorcycle  solos .  .    35  miles  per  hour 

Motorcycles  with  Side 

^'^'■^   30  miles  per  hour 
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ACCIDENTS 


In  case  of  an  accident,  however  trivial,  which 
results  in  injury  to  persons  or  property,  drivers 
will  fill  in  Lhe  information  called  for  on  Form 
M.T.C.  124,  a  supply  of  which  will  he  kept  on  all 
motor  vehicles.  Commanding  officers  will,  in  every 
case,  institute  court  martial  proceedings  against 
drivers  who  fail  to  render  this  report  immediately 
upon  return  to  their  organization. 

Immediately  upon  heing  informed  by  means  of 
Form  M.T.C.  124,  or  by  other  means,  that  an 
accident  has  occured  to  one  of  his  vehicles,  the 
company  commander  himself  will  make  an  investi- 
gation. 

RESERVED  ROADS 

The  following  rules  and  regulations  have  been 
agreed  upon  by  the  various  allied  armies  as 
uniform  application  on  reserved  roads  ("Routes 
Gardees")  under  American  or  Allied  trall'ic  control. 

a.  Representatives  of  Amei'ican  or  Allied  traffic 
control  organizations,  who  are  stationed  on 
these  roads  and  who  may  be  known  by  the 
fact  that  they  wear  green  and  white  arm  bands, 
are  in  absolute  control  of  traffic  on  the  road. 
Instructions  given  by  these  men  in  all  matters 
allecling  movement  of  traffic  are  to  be  strictly 
complied  with,  even  though  they  contradict 
inslriictions  previously  received  by  a  vehicle 
or  convoy. 

b.  A  vehicle  will  never  double  (i.e.,  pass  when 
going  in  the  same  direction)  any  vehicle  of  the 
same  or  a  higher  class  as  regards  rate  of 
speed.  These  classes  in  order  of  speed  are  as 
follows : 


1. 


4- 


3. 


Staff  cars  and  motorcycles 

Ambulances, 

Trucks, 

Tractors. 
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A  fast  pneumatic-tired  truck  may  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  be  pei  mitl  ed  to  double 'a' 
slower  truck.  An  ordinary  cargo  truck  will 
never  double  another  truck..  < 

c.  A  vehicle  will  never  stop  on  a  i  e'served  road 
unless  forced  to  do  so  by  a  breakdown  or  by 
a  stoppage  of  the  traffic  ahead.  If  forced  to 
stop  by  a  breakdown,  the  vehicle  will  be 
gotten  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  road  and  if 
possible  off  the  road;  if  necessary,  by  towing 
or  pushing. 

d.  Convoys  of  motor  vehicles  or  horse-drawn 
vehicles  on  a  reserved  road  will  be  broken  up 
into  groups  of  ten  motor  vehicles  or  twenty 
horse-drawn  vehicles.  The  last  vehicle  of 
each  group  will  carry  a  red  disc,  visible  from 
behind.  A  distance  of  fifty  yards  will  be  kept 
between  this  vehicle  and  the  leading  vehicle 
of  the  next  group.  Within  the  group,  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty  yards  will  be  kept  between 
trucks,    i  . 

e.  Vehicles  which  by  sub-paragraph  b  above 
are  permitted  to  double  other  vehicles  will  do 
so,  where  necessary,  by  passing  from  space  to 
space  between  these  separate  groups,  so  as  to 
interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  the  flow  ol 
traffic  in  the  opposite  direction. 

/.  Marching  troops  are  not  allowed  on  a  re. 
served  road  without  the  specific  authority  of 
the  Traffic  Control  Organization,  except  when 
the  road  for  the  time  being  is  reserved  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  marching  troops.  The  troops 
will  march  with  an  interval  of  fifty  yards 
between  companies  or  similar  organizations, 
and  will  follow  any  other  rules  regarding 
dividing  up  the  column  which  maj-  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  road  control  authorities.  As 
regards  observing  instructions  concerning 
routes,  halts,  etc.,  marching  troops  are  bound 
by  the  orders  of  the  Traffic  Control  Service  in 
the  same  way  as  are  vehicles. 
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^.  The  following  translations  of  road  signs 
iourid  (m  reserved  roads  should  be  learned  by 
all  concerned : 

-'Ralealir'  

"Passage  a  Niveau" 

"TenezVotre  Droite" 

"Tournant  Brusque" 

"Croisement"  

"Virage"  

"Sens  Obligatoire" . 

"Sens  Unique"  

"Defense   de  Dou- 
bler"  

"  Couvois  D ouble 
Circulation"  

"Vitesse  Maxima".. 

"Defense  de  Sta- 
tionner"  

"Eteignez  vos  luml- 
eres"   

"Gardez  vos  dis- 
tances"  


Convoy  Rules 
A.  GENERAL 

1.  Every  vehicle  of  a  convoy  will  be  governed 
by  the  rules  for  vehicles  travelling  alone,  as 
well  as  by  the  following  rules. 

2.  The  purpose  of  a  motor  convoy  is  the  efficient 
transportation  of  personnel  and  material. 
The  success  of  any  convoy  depends  upon  : 

a.  The  condition  of  the  vehicles. 

b.  The  trainingand  discipline  of  the  personnel. 
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Slow  down 

Railroad  grade  crossing 
Keep  to  the  right 
Sharp  turn  ahead 
Cross  road 
Sharp  turn  ahead 
This  way  only 
One  way  traffic  only 

Do  not  pass  any  vehicle 
going  in  the  same  direc- 
tion 

Convoys  may  use  road 
in  both  directions 

Maximum  speed 

Halting  forbidden 

Put  out  all  lights 

Keep  prescribed  dis- 
tance (i.  e.,  50  yards 
between  sections  and  20 
yards  between  trucks, 
as  above.) 


The  t'ollowiiiii'  road  regulations  and  rules  ol' 
convoy  discipline  will  be  thoroughly  learned 
and  observed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  all 
operating  units: 

a.  Two  or  more  vehicles  operating  together, 
on  the  same  road,  will  constitute  a  convoy. 

b.  When  more  tlian  10  vehicles  are  in  a  convo.\ 
they  will  be  divided  into  sections  of  not  more 
than  10  trucks  per  section,  properly  designated 
by  means  of  the  red  disc  described  below. 

c.  A  non-commissioned  ollicer  will  ride  in 
each  section,  usually  on  the  first  vehicle  of  the 
section.  His  duties  will  be  to  command  and 
maintain  discipline  in  his  section,  especially 
to  see  that  proper  distances  are  preserved 
between  vehicles  and  between  sections  and 
that  the  vehicles  keep  on  the  right  hand  side 
of  the  road.  The  last  vehicle  of  each  section 
shall  have  projecting  laterally  upward  from 
the  rear  of  the  vehicle,  on  the  left  hand  side, 
a  red  disc,  12"  in -diameter,  fixed  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  clearly  visible  from  the  rear. 
The  last  vehicle  of  the  convoy  M'ill  carry  a 
double  red  disc  as  above. 

d.  A  non-commissioned  officer,  usually  the 
first  sergeant,  should  ride  on  the  first  vehicle 
of  the  first  section.  In  addition  to  the  duties 
shown  in  paragraph  c,  he  will  act  as  the  guide 
of  the  convoy.  He  will  carry  maps  of  the 
country  traversed  and  will  be  acquainted  with 
the  route  to  be  followed.  He  will  especially 
see  that  the  speeds  shown  above  are  not 
exceeded.  He  will  see  that  the  convoy  keeps 
to  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road.  He  will 
take  command  of  the  convoy  in  the  absence  of 
tlie  commissioned  officers. 

e.  Whenever  possible  there  will  be  on  each 
vehicle  a  driver  and  an  assistant  driver.  The 
driver  will  drive  the  vehicle^,  keeping  to  the 
right  hand  side  of  the  road.  He  will  follow 
the  vehicle  of  the  convoy  which  precedes  him 


at  the  distances  shown  below.  The  assistant 
driver  will  watch  for  all  signals  and  communi- 
cate them  to  the  driver.  He  will  pass  on  the 
necessary  signals  to  the  vehicle  following,  and 
will  relieve  the  driver  on  long  convoys. 

/.    The  distances  which  must  be  maintained  by 
the  vehicles  of  a  coua'ov  are  as  follows: 

Between  vehicles  on  the  road  outside  of 
cities,  villages  and  towns  at  the  average 
speed:  2i)  to  30  yards. 

Between  sections  on  the  road  outside  of 
cities,  villages  and  towns  at  average  speed: 
4i.>  yards. 

Between  vehicles  passing  thru  cities  vill- 
ages and  towns  at  average  speed:  10  yards. 

Between  sections  passing  thru  cities,  vill- 
ages and  towns  at  average  speed:  25  yards- 

Between  vehicles  halted:  5  yards. 

Between  sections  halted:  20  yai'ds. 

See  also  E  above.  ("-Reserved  Roads") 

In  ascending  or  descending  a  long  or  steep 
hill  the  distances  between  vehicles  should  be 
increased  to  50  yards. 

On  approaching  a  hill  the  first  car  of  the  con- 
voy should  speed  up  so  that  those  behind  can 
take  the  proper  distance.  After  the  summit 
has  been  reached,  the  lirst  car  of  the  convoy 
must  slow  down  in  order  to  let  the  last  cars 
of  the  convoy  catch  up  and  take  their  distances. 

When  arriving  at  a  town  or  village  the  first 
car  should  slow  down  and,  if  necessary,  slop, 
so  that  the  last  cars  can  catch  up  and  take 
proper  distances.  This  allows  the  convoy  to 
pass  thru  the  town  in  a  body  and  eliminates 
the  chance  of  cars  becoming  lost  or  leaving  by 
the  wrong  road.  The  first  truck  of  a  convoy 
will  run  slowly  afler  leaving  a  town  or  village 
long  enough  to  allow  any  delayed  trucks  to 
close  up  to  the  required  .distance. 
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The  speed  of  the  first  car  must  be  governed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  enable  the  last  car  to  keep 
the  proper  distance  easily  and  not  fall  far  in 
the  rear  of  the  convoy. 

g.  Starting.  All  vehicles  in  a  section  should 
start  at  the  same  time.  In  starting,  vehicles 
should  not  exceed  a  speed  of  t\^ro  or  three 
miles  per  hour  for  about  the  first  hundred 
yards,  in  order  that  the  vehicles  may  lake  their 
proper  distances  in  the  section.  A  section 
should  not  start  until  the  section  commander 
has  assured  himself  that  all  the  vehicles  are 
ready  to  start.  This  can  be  determined  by 
vocal,  visual  and  whistle  signals. 


h.  Signals: 
Verbal 

Attention ... 


Whistle 

Several  short 
blasts  


Crank  motors  2  long  blasts 
Forward         1  long  blast. . 


Halt. 


1  long  blast. 


Ready  (to 
start)  


None 


Slow  down . .  None 


Stop  motors. 


2  Short  and  1 
long  blast. . 


Sign 

Hand  moved 
above  the  head 
quickly,  from  side 
to  side. 

Circles  described 
in  front  of  body 
with  right  arm. 
Arm  raised  and 
lowered  verti- 
cally from  should- 
er several  times. 

Arm  extended 
horizontally. 

Assistant  driver 
stands  on  step, 
facing  the  com- 
manding oIFicer, 
arm  extended 
horizontally. 

Arm  extended 
horizontally  and 
moved  up  and 
down  in  a  small 
arc. 

Arms  crossed  in 
front  of  body  at 
waist  and  moved 
sharply  to  sides. 
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These  signals  are  standard  and  variations 
therefrom  are  not  authorized. 

/.  Stopping-.  All  vehicles  should  stop  gradu- 
ally, pulling  well  over  to  the  right  hand  side 
of  the  road  while  reducing  speed,  the  assistant 
driver  making  the  signal  "Halt"  to  the  vehicle 
behind.  When  a  convoy  stops,  the  distance 
given  in  paragraph  "/"  w^ill  be  maintained 
between  vehicles  and  sections.  Care  should 
be  taken  not  to  block  streets,  cross  roads  or 
road  forks. 

,/.  File  Closers:  The  last  truck  of  the  convoy 
should  carry  the  tools,  ropes,  jacks,  etc., 
Avhich  are  necessary  to  effect  simple  road  re- 
pairs. This  vehicle  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
mechanic  or  other  experienced  man,  who  will 
act  as  lile  closer  and  will  have  the  assistant 
mechanics  as  near  him  as  possible,  on  other 
trucks,  available  to  act  under  his  orders.  His 
duties  are  to  assist  any  disabled  vehicle  and 
to  make  proper  disposition  of  broken  down 
vehicles,  suJ^ject  to  the  orders  of  the  com- 
manding officer.  The  file  closer  will  not  leaA'e 
any  vehicle  of  the  convoy  without  taking  the 
proper  measures  either  to  repair  the  vehicle 
on  the  road,  tow  it  along  with  the  convoy 
or  make  other  proper  disposition  subject  to 
the  decision  of  the  convoy  commander.  The 
repair  truck  should  not,  ordinarily,  stop  more 
than  twenty  minutes  before  going  ahead  to 
rejoin  the  convoy.  The  light  repair  truck,  if 
taken  along,  will  be  placed  in  the  convoy 
according  to  the  judgement  of  the  convoy 
commander,  and  will  be  at  his  disposition, 
and  in  charge  of  a  mechanic. 

k.  A  slower  moving  convoy  must  never  be 
doubled  without  the  officer  in  charge  asking 
the  permission  of  its  commanding  officer  and 
making  certain  that  the  doubling  can  be  com- 
pleted without  confusion. 

/.  Never  double  a  halted  convoy,  a  halted 
body  of  troops  or  a  body  of  troops  moving  in 
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the  same  direction  without  the  oflicei-  in  charge 
first  having  gained  the  permission  of  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  convoy  or  the  troops  to  be 
doubled .  • 

in.  When  the  convoy  is  stopped  see  that  the 
men  stay  of  f  the  road. 

n.    Each  truck  shall  carry  a  tow  rope. 

o.  Drivers  should  employ  their  time  in  greas- 
ing and  oiling  their  trucks,  during  loading  and 
unloading  periods. 

p.  In  case  of  a  long  convoy  in  -vvhich  it  Is 
necessary  to  take  a  gasoline  truck,  this  truck 
should  be  placed  next  to  the  last. 

q.  A  vehicle  ijecoming  disabled  must  drop  out 
of  the  convoy,  to  avoid  delaying  the  vehicles 
])ehind  it. 

/-.  When  operating  convoys  at  night,  without 
lights,  the  speed  and  distances  of  the  convoy 
should  be  leduced.  This  enables  the  trucks 
to  more  easily  ioUow  each  other,  prevents 
accidents  and  keeps  the  truclvs  from  going 
astray.  Occasional  halts  should  be  made  to 
see  whether  all  the  cars  are  keeping  up. 

s.  If  a  truck  is  forced  lo  leave  the  convoy  for 
repairs,  a  space  must  be  left  at  each  stop  so 
that  it  can  retake  its  place  in  line,  on  catching 
up  with  the  convoy.  ■  A  truck,  however,  over- 
taking its  company  at  a  stop,  will  not  move 
up  to  its  place  in  line  unless  permission  to  do 
so  has  been  granted  by  the  officer  in  charge. 

t.  The  officer  in  charge  of  trucks  has  the  right 
to  refuse  their  being  placed  on  ground  Avhich 
he  considers  would  injure  or  endanger  his 
equipment  when  loading-  or  unloading. 

u.  Officers  will  not  permit  their  trucks  to 
run  over  soft  ground,  and  will  instruct  their 
drivers  to  keep  at  least  two  wheels  on  tne  hard 
road  at  all  times.  ■.  v 
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B.    TYPES  OF  CONVOYS 


1 .  There  are  three  main  types  of  convoys  : 

a.  A  company,  or  part  thereof. 

b.  Two  or  more  companies  operating  together. 

c.  Troop  convoy. 

2.  The  methods  of  running  and  the  rules  govern- 
ing the  operation  of  type  "a"  convoys,  i.  e.' 
single  companies  in  convoy,  have  been  ex- 
plained above.  These  rules  govern,  with  fevv' 
exceptions,  the  other  types  of  convoy  also. 

8.    Group  Convoy  (Type  "b"). 

a.  The  type  "b"  convoy,  i.  e.,  the  Group 
Convoy,  consists  of  several  companies  operat- 
ing together,  at  times  amounting  to  several 
hundreds  af  trucks.  This  type  of  convoy  is 
used  only  when  large  quantities  of  material, 
supplies,  amnumition  or  men  are  desired  to  be 
quickly  moved  from  one  part  of  the  front  to 
another  or  concentrated  at  one  point. 

h.  There  is  an  officer  designated  as  Chief  of 
the  convoy.  He  has  complete  charge  of  all  the 
units  of  which  it  is  composed.  He  is  respon- 
sible for  all  necessary  arrangements,  the  issue- 
ing  of  the  required  orders,  proper  routing,  and 
the  discipline  of  its  personnel.  He  selects  the 
assembly  point  where  all  the  units  meet  to  join 
the  convoy  and  the  times  when  they  shall 
arrive  at  this  point.  He  designates  the  stop- 
ping and  resting  places  to  be  made  by  the 
convoy  when  enroutc. 

c.  In  order  to  get  the  trucks  together  an 
assembly  point  is  chosen.  For  example: 
There  are  ten  supply  trains  which  are  going 
to  operate  as  a  group.  They  are  stationed  at 
different  points  and  must  be  brought  together. 
A  point  is  chosen  near  the  area  in  which  they 
are  found,  generally  a  cross  road  on  the  main 
road  which  the  trucks  are  to  follow.  A  time 
is  set  when  each  supply  train  shall  arrive  at 
this  point,    (e.  g.,  the  first  train  at  5.30  a.  m.. 
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the  second  at  5.3'3,  the  tliii  d  at  5.36,  etc.,  each 
train  following  behind  the  other  at  three  min- 
ute intervals.)  There  is  no  excuse  for  late- 
ness; the  trucks  must  be  at  the  assembly  point 
on  time.  In  this  way  a  large  number  of  trucks 
can  be  concentrated  in  a  single  convoy,  Avith- 
out  confusion  or  loss  of  time. 

In  very  large  convoys  there  may  be  several 
small  assembly  points  and  then  a  main  or 
final  point.  The  convoy  is  dispersed  in  the 
same  way  as  it  is  assembled,  the  xmits  separ- 
ating at  a  given  point  and  proceeding  to  their 
bases  individually. 

d.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  lirst  train  acts 
as  guide  of  the  entire  convoy.  It  is  his  duty 
to  lead  the  convoy  along  the  route  chosen  by 
the  commanding  officer,  to  keep  and  regulate 
the  speed  of  the  convoy,  and  in  absence  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Convoy  to  take  command. 

e.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  last  train  acts 
as  file  closer  for  the  entire  convoy.  He  is  in 
charge  of  the  repair  outfit  and  it  is  his  duty  to 
see  that  all  disabled  cars  are  kept  going  and 
to  perform  all  the  duties  that  are  required  of 
a  file  closer  as  stated  above.  It  is  his  duty  to 
keep  the  company  commanders  and  the  Chief 
of  Convoy  constantly  informed  as  to  the  loca- 
tion of  all  delayed  trucks  and  all  other  matters 
concerning  them. 

/.  The  officers  of  the  companies  act  in  the 
same  capacities  as  the  N.C.O's  of  sections. 
They  follow  their  companies  and  should 
habitually  place  themselves  in  the  rear  of  their 
companies.  The  train  commanders  precede 
their  trains. 

g.  A  vehicle  temporarily  dropping  out  of  a 
group  convoy  must  fall  in  behind  the  last  car 
of  the  nearest  company.  It  must  not  rejoin 
its  original  place  until  so  ordered  by  the  Chief 
of  Convoy. 
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Troop  Convoy  (Type  "c"). 

a.  The  Iransjiortalion  ol'  troops  presents  a 
niimljer  of  features  not  to  be  found  in  ordinary 
oaryo  transport,  and  conipanj'  commauders 
must  at  all  times  l)e  in  a  position  to  prepare 
tlieir  trucks  for  tliis  purpose  at  short  notice.  All 
portions  of  the  truck  equipment  that  have  been 
removed,  such  as  tops,  benches  and  bows 
must  be  kept  together  where  they  cannot  be 
molested  or  lost  and  can  be  readily  replaced 
on  the  trucks.  The  company  commander  will 
verify  the  oil,  gasoline  and  kerosene  sujjply  of 
each  truck,  and  the  condition  of  the  lamps. 

He  will  ascertain  the  probable  duration  of  the 
convoy  and  provide  his  men  with  food  and 
clothing  accordingly.  It  must  be  remembered 
tliat  the  troop  capacity  stated  for  a  given  truck 
includes  the  personal  eciuipment  of  the  troops, 
so  that,  unless  called  for,  extra  baggage  trucks 
need  not  be  provided.    (See  tables  appended). 

h.    BE  ON  TIME. 

r.  On  the  march,  drivers  and  non-commis- 
sioned oflicers  of  the  convoy  have  charge  of 
the  men  they  are  Iransporting  and  nmst  watch 
tiiem,  particularly  with  the  view  to  protecting 
the  trucks  from  damage. 

d.  In  transporting  troops  always  carry  along 
at  least  one  extra  Iruck,  empty,  depending  on 
the  numljer  of  troops  to  be  carried,  (ordinarily 
two  per  company).  ,  The  troops  must  be  gotten 
to  their  destination. 

e.  Stop  the  convoy  for  ten  minutes  at  intervals 
of  about  three  hours  and  allow  the  men  to  get 
out.    Do  not  stop  in  or  near  towns. 

/.  Observe  the  following  rules  in  loading- 
troops  : 

The  convoy  commander  must  always  be  at 
the  loading  point  well  in  advance  of  his. 
convoy  as  to  have  plenty  of  time  to  reconnoitre 
the  place  and  to  confer  and  make  all  necessary 
arrangements  with  the  troop  commander  for 
distribution  of  troops  for  loading. 
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2.  The  convoy  must  ordinarily  be  halted  so  lhat 
the  last  truck  is  just  at  the  head  of  the  column 
of  troops,  facing  in  the  direction  of  their 
destination. 

3.  On  hailing,  each  driver  will  attend  to  drop- 
ping the  tail  board  of  his  truck  and  tlie 
arrangement  of  the  benches  for  the  men.  In 
the  meanwhile  the  non-commissioned  oflicer  in 
charge  of  each  section  will  assemble  the 
assistant  drivers  of  his  section  in  column, 
single  file,  facing  the  troops  with  the  men 
arranged  in  order  of  trucks,  first  truck  lirst, 
then  second  truck,  etc.  The  assistant  driver  s 
of  the  first  section  are  then  marched  toward 
the  troops,  the  men  of  the  other  sections  falling 
in  behind.  All  the  assistant  drivers  are  halted 
in  file,  just  in  front  of  the  head  of  the  column 
of  troops,  and  then  execute  "left  face"  facing 
center  of  road.  Then  the  troops  are  success- 
ively marched  off  in  blocks  of  20  (or  whatever 
may  be  the  capacity  of  the  truck),  beginning 
with  the  first  truck,  and  each  assistant  driver 
takes  charge  of  his  section  of  troops,  marching 
at  the  head  imtil  his  truck  is  reached,  when 
he  and  the  driver  of  his  truck  attend  to  the 
loading  of  the  men  and  the  replacement  of  the 
tailboard.  The  non-commissioned  officers  of 
the  troops  should  be  in  the  ranks  in  order  to 
facilitate  counting. 

4.  Non-commissioned  officers  in  charge  of  sec- 
tions signal  to  the  company  commander  (or 
truckmaster)  when  their  sections  are  loaded. 
The  convoy  is  ready  to  start  only  when  all  the 
sections  are  ready. 

g.  Unload  the  men,  transported  in  the  trucks, 
with  the  convoy  headed  in  such  a  direction  that 
the  trucks  will  not  have  to  double  back  and 
mix  up  with  the  troops  getting  away. 

Note  .—The  men's  packs  and  equipment  should 
be  loaded  into  the  trucks  and  placed  under 
the  seats  before  the  men  get  in.  They  are 
unloaded  after  the  men  get  out. 
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DUTIES  OF  THE  COMPANY  COMMANDER  DUR- 
ING CONVOY 


1 .  Each  company  on  convoy  will  be  connnanded 
by  an  officer  ov  experienced  non-commissioned 
officer  who  will  have  charge  of  Ihe  personnel 
vehicles  and  cargo.  He  will  be  i-esponsihJe  for 
the  discipline  of  liis  command,  the  care,  main 
tenance  and  operation  of  the  vehicles  and  see 
that  all  rules  of  operation  are  complied  with. 
When  operatingin  the  Advance  Section,  convoy 
commanders  are  not  required  to  give  receipts 
for  their  cargoes.  Their  total  responsibility 
therefore  rests  in  the  exercise  of  due  care  in 
the  operation  of  their  trucks  and  delivery  of 
their  loads. 

2.  Before  a  convoy  starts  the  company  com- 
mander will  see  that  the  necessary  supplies 
of  gasoline  and  oil  for  his  vehicles,  and  rations 
and  supplies  for  his  men,  are  provided  in 
ade([uate  quantities :  that  the  cargo  in  each 
truck  is  properly  loaded  and  secured:  and  will 
provide  himself  with  necessary  passes,  orders, 
maps,  etc.,  for  the  trip  that  he  is  to  make. 
Before  starting  he  will  make  an  informal  but 
effective  inspection  of  his  personnel  and 
vehicles. 

3.  When  a  halt  is  made,  the  company  commander 
will  see  that  each  driver  does  whatever  is 
necessary  to  make  his  vehicle  ready  for  an 
immediate  start.  After  this  has  been  done,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  company  commander  to  see  that 
his  men  are  fed  and  lodged  when  necessary. 

4.  For  short  convoys  not  employing  many  trucks 
and  going  to  loading  and  unloading  points 
well  known  to  the  men,  it  is  olten  unnecessary 
for  the  company  commander  to  be  present. 
Ordinarily,  however,  he  should  be  in  active 
command,  and,  with  exceptions  noted  below, 
he  should  habilually  ride  in  the  rear  of  his 
convov,  passing  the  vehicles  of  his  column 
from  time  to  '  time  to  assure  himself  of  its 
elTicient  operation. 


5.  The  company  comraandei'  should  precede  his 
convoy : 

a.  When  covering  little  known  roads. 

b.  To  reconnoitre  loading  and  unloading  points, 
so  as  to  prepare  Ihe  way  for  the  trucks. 

c.  Before  the  convoy  arrives  at  a  town  the 
company  commander  should  he  there  to  find 
the  route  thru  the  town,  and  to  get  information 
regarding  traffic  rules,  etc.,  having  instructed 
the  truckmaster  where  to  halt  and  wait  outside 
of  the  town. 

d.  At  all  other  times  made  necessary  by  any 
situation  arising. 

(3.  The  company  commander  should  never  leave 
ids  convoy  without  having  given  definite  in- 
structions to  the  officer  or  truckmaster  left  in 
charge. 

7.  Railroad  crossings  should  be  examined  before 
arrival  of  the  convoy,  and  if  necessary,  a  man 
should  be  posted  at  the  ci  ossing.  Avoid  split- 
ting the  convoy. 

8.  The  comjiany  commander  is  responsible  for 
his  equipment.  He  can  refuse  to  allow  his 
trucks  upon  soft  ground  or  in  other  situa- 
tions not  absolutely  necessary.  (See  Convoy 
Rules  t  and  u).  . 

9.  The  company  commander  should  always  try 
to  settle  for  himself  any  unforeseen  difficulties 
arising  during  the  convoy,  such  as  undue 
delays  at  loading  points.  He  should  telephone 
to  his  commanding  officer  only  when  absolute- 
ly necessary. 

10.  In  covering  little  known  roads,  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  convoy  will  make  a  personal 
inspection  of  all  bridges  or  will  otherwise 
assure  himself  that  the  bridges  to  be  crossed 
are  in  good  condition  and  will  support  the 
loads  required. 

(  ^7  ) 


During  long  convovs,  at  intervals  of  approx  - 
mately  three  hours,  the  convoy  should  he 
stopped  to  allow  the  men  to  relieve  themselves 
and  make  the  minor  adjustments  that  may  be 
necessary. 

In  case  of  danger  of  attack  by  enemy  aero- 
planes, convoy  commanders  will  take  all 
necessary  precautions.  They  will,  if  possible, 
use  roads, which  are  under  the  shade  of  trees 
or  are  camoullaged;  and  incase  of  actual  attack 
by  enemy  aeroplanes,  will  endeavor  to  spread 
the  trucks  of  their  convoy  so  that  there  will  be 
an  interval  of  at  least  100  yards  between  trucks. 

As  fai'  as  possible,  all  orders  which  must  be 
issued  to  the  men  or  non-conmiissioned  officers 
of  the  convoy,  will  be  transmitted  by  the 
convoy  commander  thru  regular  channels. 
Convoy  commanders  will  avoid  as  much  as 
practicable  the  giving  of  commands  directly 
to  the  drivers. 

Vehicles,  upon  being  loaded  or  unloaded, 
should  only  in  very  rare  cases  be  dispatched  to 
their  destination  singly,  but  should  be  dis- 
patched in  sections  under  command  of  non- 
commissioned officers. 

In  convoys  covei'ing  long  distances,  or  on  little 
known  roads,  the  convoy  commander  will 
provide  all  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
convoy,  and  such  other  men  as  may  be 
necessary,  with  complete  details  as  to  itiner- 
arv,  destination,  and  all  other  desirable 
information. 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  drivers  to  load  or  un- 
load cargoes  except  in  case  of  emergency. 
Fatigue  parties  from  other  troops  should  be 
furnished  for  this  work. 

Parking  formations  depend  very  largely  upon 
the  facilities  of  the  situation.  If  necessary  to 
park  in  column,  leave  only  enough  clearance 
between  trucks  to  allow  any  truck  to  get  out; 
and  always  leave  yards  between  sections. 
If  possible  park  cars  in  line  or  double  line, 
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leaving  about  1  yards  between  trucks  and 
about  10  yards  between  ranks,  being-  sure  lo 
align  trucks  carefully.  Make  sure  the  ground 
used  for  the  park  has  a  resistant  soil.  Park 
gasoline  trucks  bO  yards  away  from  cargo 
trucks,  and  downhill  if  possible.  Whenever 
possible,  vehicles  should  be  so  parked  as  to 
be  invisible  to  enemy  aeroplanes. 
In  winter,  when  it  is  hard  to  start  the  trucks, 
the  drivers  should  be  at  their  places  in  ample 
time  to  prepare  the  trucks  for  the  road,  so 
that  tiie  convoy  will  start  on  time.  After  get- 
ing  one  truck  started,  the  others  may  easily  be 
started  by  towing  them.  A  late  start  is 
inexcusaljle. 

In  cold  weather  every  precaution  should  be 
taken  against  freezing  in  t!ie  motor  and  radi- 
ator. Tiie  following  points  should  be  observed: 
Anti-freezing  solutions  should  be  used,  if  ob- 
tainable. The i-adiators.  pumps  and  carburetors 
of  all  motor  vehicles  should  be  drained  every 
niglit,  unless  the  anti-freezing  solution  is  used. 
As  a  further  assurance  that  there  is  no  water 
in  any  part  of  the  engine,  the  motor  should  be 
started  after  all  the  water  that  will  drain  freely 
from  the  pet  cocks  has  ceased  to  How.  It 
should  be  run  for  a  few  minutes  and  then 
stopped  by  shutting  olf  the  gasoline  supply  at 
the  tank.  Any  particles  of  water  remaining 
in  the  water  jacket  or  pump  are  in  this  way 
dislodged  and  evaporated.  This  also  empties 
the  gasoline  feed  pipe  and  the  carburetor. 
Then  cover  the  hood  and  front  of  the  radiator. 
Sacking  stulfed  with  straw  does  very  well  for 
this  purpose.  The  dangers  of  freezmg  cannot 
be  too  strongly  emphasized,  for  the  trucks 
have  no  shelter  to  protect  them. 

Care  of  Truck  Tires: 

a.  Most  tire  troubles  are  the  result  of  abuse 
rather  than  use. 

h.  Cut  off  all  loo^e  ends  and  remove  all  stones 
lodged  in  the  rubber ;  the  tires  should  be  very 
frequently  inspected  for  this. 
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c.  Start  and  stop  gradually.  Jerky  motions 
are  bad  tor  tires. 

d.  Do  not  turn  the  steering  wheel  when  the 
truck  is  standing  still.  Get  the  vehicle 
under  way;  otherwise  the  tire  fastenings  are 
strained. 

e.  Keep  the  tires  free  from  grease  and  oil. 

/  Avoid  obstacles,  road  irregularities  and 
ruts. 

g.  Overloading  and  overspeeding  takes  the 
life  out  of  rubber. 

Chang  ing-  Cantonment  of  Company  : 

Unless  all  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  company,  the  company  commander  must 
observe  the  following  rules : 

a.  If  possible  always  reconnoitre  the  new  site 
well  in  advance  of  the  change,  and  consult 
with  the  military  authorities  of  the  place. 
Make  sure  of  suitable  billets  (or  camping 
ground)  for  the  men,  and  of  parking  place  for 
trucks.  The  two  should  be  as  near  together 
as  possible. 

b.  The  park  for  vehicles  should  never  be  on  a 
dead  end  street  or  on  soft  soil.  The  vehicles 
should  be  kept  together,  so  as  to  be  more 
easily  guarded.  If  possible,  keep  them  under 
cover  of  trees,  so  as  to  be  less  visible  to  enemy 
aeroplanes. 

c.  Upon  arrival,  attend  to  tlie  more  important 
things  first.  Assemble  the  men  and  give  them 
all  necessary  instructions.  Establish  a  guard. 
Billet  men,  park  the  vehicles,  lind  out  where 
to  draw  rations  and  establish  kitchen  and  mess 
facilities. 

d.  Arrange  for  garbage  disposal. 

e.  Construct  latrines,  if  necessary,  according 
to  the  standard  specifications. 

Be  sure  of  a  good  supply  of  drinking  water 
and  water  for  washing. 
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g'.    Look  up  existing  rules  of  the  town  and 
establish  police  rules  governing  the  men. 
/*.    Arrange  for  telephone  connections. 
i.    Find  out  locations  of  ammunition  depots, 
engineer  parks,  etc.,  to  be  served. 
J.    Find  out  location  of  nearest  medical  officer. 
k.    Ascertain  the  location  of  the  service  park 
the  company  is  asigned  to. 
I.-  Arrange  for  gasoline,  oil  and  wood  supplies. 
in.    When  changing  cantonment,  if  arrange- 
ments have  not  heen  made  beforehand  for  the 
company,   the  company  commanders  must, 
after  reconnoitering  the  general  site  of  the  new 
cantonment,  consult  with  the  French  and  with 
the  American  authorities  of  the  town  or  district. 
If  in  the  zone  ot  the  armies,  the  "Major  de 
Cantonnement,"  or  military  commander  of  the 
town  will  be  looked  up.  Otherwise  the  "Maire" 
'  (Mayor). 

n.  On  leaving  the  cantonment,  the  company 
commander  should  make  it  a  point  to  see  that 
it  is  left  clean.  If  desirable,  a  certificate  may 
be  obtained  from  the  French  authorities  in 
proof  of  the  fact  that  no  material  damage  was 
caused  by  the  company  during  its  stay. 
(Called  a  "Certificat  de  bien  vivre.") 

Regulations  for  Depot  Transport  Companies  in 
the  S.O.S. 

Motor  Transport  Companies  attached  to  the 
various  headquarters,  and  doing  depot  work 
instead  of  convoy  work,  will  observe  the 
following  regulations; — 

1 .    Passenger  ca/'s: 

a.  Passenger  cars  will  not  be  assigned  per- 
manently to  individuals  without  the  approval 
of  the  Commanding  General,  S.O.S. 

b.  When  an  otTicer  desires  a  passenger  car 
for  a  trip  of  more  than  (lO  kilometers,  or  for 
a  period  of  more  than  four  hours,  his  appli- 
cation must  receive  the  approval  of  the  Chief 
of  his  department. 
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c.  ApplicaLions  lor  cars  for  trips  of  more  than 
i'i  hours  must  Ije  submitted  the  day  before . 
and  upon  returning,  the  oflicer  must  sign  the 
necessary  certificate  for  comnmtation  of  rations 
for  the  driver.  In  no  case  will  motor  transpor- 
tation be  requested  when  rail  transpoi'tation 
can  be  used  to  equal  or  belter  advantage. 

d.  When  practicable,  two  or  more  officers 
travelling  in  the  same  direction  will  utilize 
the  same  car.  The  senior  is  responsible  for 
the  car  and  must  see  that  the  traffic  rules  are 
observed.  If  the  car  is  kept  out  after  8  o'clock 
p.  m.,  a  note,  stating  the  time  and  place  he 
was  released,  will  be  furiiished  the  driver. 

e.  All  cars  will  be-in  the  garage  from  8.00 
o'clock  p.m.,  to  0.3Ua.  m.,  and  any  person  who 
keeps  a  car  out  between  these  hours  will 
furnish  the  driver  with  a  memorandum,  to 
be  turned  in  at  the  garage,  stating  why  the 
vehicle  was  kept  out  and  when  and  where  it 
was  dismissed.  All  drivers  upon  dismissal  will 
return  immediately  to  the  garage  and  report  in. 
All  drivers  before  leaving  the  garage  will  report 
out  to  the  non-commissioned  oflicer  in  charge. 

2.  Molorcjcles:  Motorcycles  for  messenger  and 
courier  services  will  be  assigned  by  the  CO., 
Headquarters  Garage. 

3.  Motor  Trucks:  Application  will  be  made  to 
the  garage  one  day  in  advance  whenever 
practicable.  In  order  to  use  transportation  to 
the  best  advantage,  tlie  approximate  tonnage 
to  be  moved  should  be  given  instead  of  an 
estimate  of  the  number  of  trucks.  Trucks  will 
not  be  used  as  passenger  vehicles  except  in 
carrying  large  parties  to  and  from  work,  or 
for  the  transportation  of  troops. 

'i.    Passenger  Regulations  : 

a.  The  senior  olTicer  present  is  responsible  for 
the  car  and  observance  of  traffic  rules. 

b.  Whenever  practicable  two  or  more  officers 
travelling  iu  the  same  direction  will  utilize  the 
same  car. 
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c.  11'  thecal-  is  kept  out  after  8.00  p.  in., 
note,  stating  the  time  and  place  the  drivei-  was 
released,  will  be  furnished  him. 

d.  Acop  \'  of  "Passenger  Regulations,"  printed 
on  a  suitable  card  should  be  conspicuously 
placed  in  the  tonneau  of  exevy  car. 

0.    Police  Regulation : 

All  Provost  Marshals  and  Military  Police  are 
charged  with  enforcing  these  regulations,  and 
ihey  will  report  in  each  case  the  date,  time, 
place  and  number  of  the  car  and  the  name  of 
the  driver,  if  obtainable,  and  the  cause  of  the 
report.  They  are  especially  directed  to  report 
.  all  motor  vehicles  found  out  of  tlie  garage 
between  8.00  o'clock  p.  m.  and  6.30  a.  m. 

Useful  Information 

A.    INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  HANDLING  AMMUNITION 

In  handling  all  types  of  ammunition,  care  must 
be  taken  that  crates  are  not  broken  or,  if 
uncrated,  that  the  copper  bands  at  base  of 
shells  are  not  scratched  or  deformed.  Dam- 
aged bands  render  the  shells  not  only  useless 
but  dangerous  to  fire.  ,  , 

Do  not  allow  colors  painted  on  shells  to  l)e 
ctfaced ;  they  were  put  there  for  a  purpose 
and  are  necessary. 

Protect  ammunition  from  sun  and  rain;  both 
are  harmful  to  the  high  explosive  filling. 

When  fuses  are  attached  to  shells,  do  not 
handle  by  fuses;  you  may  destroy  the  protect- 
ive cover  and  ruin  the  fuse.  Where  fuses  are 
not  attached,  plugs  replace  them.  Should 
one  of  these  fall  out  put  it  back  at  once. 

When  handling  gas  shells,  be  provided  with 
a  mask  to  protect  against  leaky  shells. 

All  ammunition  is  highly  explosive,  therefore 
dangerous.    Do  not  smoke  while  moving  it, 

and  handle  with  care. 
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CLASSES  OF  FRENCH  ROADS 


In  France  there  are  lour  classes  of  roads.  The 
kilometer  posts  bear,  on  the  side  parallel  to 
the  road,  the  number  and  the  designation  of 
Lhe  road,  i.e. 

N  (Route  Nalionale  7)  Main  Highway  No.  7. 
7   First  Class. 

D  (Route  Depart- 

mentale  7)   Department  Road 

7   No.  7,  Second  Class. 

GC  42  (Chemin  de 
Grande  Communica- 
tion 42)   Main  Commuicating 

Road  42,  Third  Class 

lG40(ChemindTnleret 

Commun  40)   Public   Road,  Fourth 

Class. 

There  are  also  on  the  French  highways  blue 
enameled  direction  signs  giving  the  numbers 
of  the  roads,  and  the  names  of  the  towns 
followed  by  their  distance.  In  the  center  of 
tiie  towns  and  villages,  usually  on  the  most 
important  municipal  building,  will  be  found 
one  of  these  signs,  bearing  the  name  of  that 
town  or  village.  In  this  case  the  name  is  not 
followed  by  any  distance  figures.  In  addition 
to  the  above  will  be  found  direction  and  other 
signs  in  English  both  along  the  road  and  in 
cities  and  towns.  These  will  ]>e  added  to  as 
conditions  permit. 

At  certain  points  along  the  routes  there  have 
been  established  U.S.  Stations  where  gasoline 
and  oil,  also  other  motor  supplies,  may  be 
obtained.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made 
at  certain  other  points  to  get  fuel  and  lubricants 
from  French  Units.  At  these  stations  supply 
receipt  books  must  be  used.  Tliese  books 
may  be  obtained  by  application  to  the  Gas 
and  Oil  Branch,  Oliice  Chief  Quartermaster, 
Hq.  S.O.S.  The  stations  mentioned  above  are 
shown  both  on  the  route  maps  and  detailed 
route  sheets. 
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PASSES 


1.  The  French  rules  of  circulation  provide  that 
each  vehicle  going  into  the  Zone  ol'  the  Armies 
or  into  certain  zones  called  Reserve  Zones,  shall 
Ije  furnished  the  necessary  passes  to  identify 
it  when  travelling  in  that  locality.  The  French 
Zone  of  the  Armies  corresponds  approximately 
to  our  Advance  Section  of  the  Services  of 
Suppl}'.  The  Reserve  Zones  correspond  ap- 
proximately to  our  Base  Sections  and  also 
include  the  French  territory  contiguous  to  the 
Spanish,  Italian  and  Swiss  frontiers. 

2.  The  French  regulations  provide  that  single  vehi- 
cles moving  on  pneumatic  tires  shall  he  provided 
with  pink  passes  (Permis  Rouge) ;  that  single 
A'ehicles  travelling  on  solid  tires  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  an  order  of  movement ;  that  a  num- 
ber of  vehicles  either  on  solid  or  pneumatic  tires 
travelling  as  a  convoy,  shall  be  provided  with 
an  order  of  convoy.  The  pink  passes  are  usually 
goofl  for  circulation  for  one  month,  whereas  the 
orders  of  convoy  and  orders  of  movement  are 
good  only  for  a  single  trip. 

3.  The  M.  T.  Officer  will  obtain  from  the  French 
authorities  at  his  station,  the  passes  outlined 
above  and  will  provide  the  Pilot  or  Convoy 
Commander  with  such  as  he  may  require. 

4.  For  weiglits  and  amounts  of  materials  which 
can  be  loaded  into  motor  trucks,  see  tables 
appended.  These  tables  are  intended  merely 
as  a  guide  and  are  subject  to  revision. 
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ENGINEERS  STORES 
Quantities  which  can  be  Loaded  into  Motor  Trucks 


Barracks  "Adrian"  (a'x9S').,  

Bricks  

Camounage,  fmislied,  rolls  of  20  sq.  yds. 

Cracked  Slone,  Cubic  yards  

Cement,  Bi)ls.,  (l-lOU  lb.  bags)  

Corrugaled  Iron,  sheets,  sq.  i't  

Duck  Boards  (fi'6"  x  1  '6")  

Expanded  Metal,  large  mesh,  sq.  ft  

I-Beams,  4"— 12  0"  long,  pes  ...  


•1  >^ton 
Truck 


I-Beams,  C" — 1.-/0"  long,  pes  

Lumber,  Ft.  B.  N.  3  x5"  

Nails,  all  sizes,  iO()-lb.  kegs  

Paint,  50-gal.  Bbls . .   

Pickets,  wood,  5>i%  long  and  50%  short 
Post,  angle  iron,  (50% — 5'  lO"  long) 
(  0%— 3'   6"  long) 
Posts,  screw,  5t'%long  and  5i%  short. 
Rails,  lO'— 0"  long  ( :.'5  lb.  per  yd) 

(to  12'  xO"  long)  '.  

Rails,  15'-  0"  long  3o-lb.  per  yd  

Rivetting,  fascines,  10"  x  9'— 0"  


Rivetting,  gabions,  •?'  0"  x  3'  2"  

Rivetting,  hurdles,  7'  3"  x  3'  2"  

Road  planks,  5"  x  9'  0"   

Rooling  Felt  (216  sq.  ft.  rolls)  

Sand  Bags,  No  

Shelters,  steel,  large,  complete. ....... 

Shelters,  steel,  small,  conipieLe  

Round  posts,  6"  rough  lineal  feet  

Tar,  Waterproofing,  -lO  gal.  bbls  

Ties,  for  Narrow  Gauge,  4'  6"  x  6"  x  A' 

Tele.  Conduit  Cable  Spools. . .   • 

Wire,  barbed,  5i)-lb.  rolls. .  .......... 

Wire,  folding  frame,  large,  (wt.  5  T)  . . 
Wire,  folding  frame,  small,  (wt.  5  T).  . 

Wire,  woven,  reenforced  rolls  

Wire,  plain  rolls  

Steel  iron  (heavy)  

Steel  iron  (medium)  

Observation  Boxes  

Abri  Frames  No.  1,   .  . 

Abri  Frames  No.  2   

Abri  I^'rames  No.  3  

Gallery  Frames  average  1,  2,  3  

Trench  Sides  woven  


750 

8li 

1  /2 

7 

1-200 
100 
1600 
40 
20 
90' 
30 
4 

350 


;!  ton 
Truck 


500 
700 

34 
20 
30 
25 
50 
42 
80 
10,000 
1 
2 

650 
4 
46 
1 

40 


1-7 

1000 
100 
3 
15 
3000 
150 
2.500 
80 
40 
1600 
60 
8 

■400 


5  ton 
Truck 


iOOO 
1000 

70 
35 
35 
3i 
75 
70 
13(1 
15,000 
2 

1,000 

-  8 
92 
2 
50 


Ordnance  Corps  Data  for  Loading 
Trucks 


- 

l>^Ton 

3  Ton 

5  Ton 

Cases 

Cases 

Cases 

6"  Nawton  TMB  (complete)  (1  rd. 

complete  per  case)  

70 

140 

233 

3"    Stokes  TMB  (complete) 

(3  romids  per  case)  

70 

140 

233 

Calibre   45    Pistol   Ball  (2000 

rounds  per  case)  

25 

50 

83 

Calibre   .30  Model  1916  (  1200 

rounds  per  case)  

30 

60 

100 

Cartridge   Belts  (  Dismounted ) 

(100  per  case)  

20 

40 

67 

Bacon  Cans  (120  per  case)  ....... 

20 

40 

67 

Condiment  Cans  (1800  per  case).  . 

20 

40 

67 

Meat  Cans  (75  per  case)  

20 

40 

67 

Canteens  (75  per  case)  

20 

40 

67 

Canteen  Covers  ( Dismounted  ) 

(■MO  per  case)  

20 

40 

67 

Cups  (105  per  case). ...  .   

20 

40 

67 

Pack  Carriers  (200  per  case)  

20 

40 

67 

Haversacks  (50  per  case).  ........ 

20 

40 

67 

Front  Sight   Covers  (  1000  per 

24 

48 

80 

Rifles  (Model  1903)  (10  per  case).  . . 

18 

35 

58 

D  / 

Bayonets,  (Rifle  Model  1903)  (100 

per  case)  

22 

44 

73 

Bayonet  Scabbards  (250  per  case). 

18 

35 

.58 

Pistols,  1911  (50  per  case  of  extra 

magazines)  

20 

40 

67 
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SHIPPING 


ITEMS 


Axes  12  per  box. . 

Bags,  sand,  I4"x33" 
SdOOO  per  bale. 


Bags,  sand, 'lS"x34" 
5u0  per  bale  


Chests,  Carp. 


Hatchets,  half 
48  per  l)ox  .  .  . . 


Nails  and  Staples 

Paulins,  20'  xCiO'. . 

Picks,  2i  per  box. 

Pick  Handles, 
36  per  box  


Lbs. 
per 
Unit 


Pick  Handles, 
60  per  box  .  .  , 

Pick  Handles, 
120  per  box  


Rope,  1"xl200' 


Shovels,  R.  P. 
6  per  bundle .  .  . 

Shovels,  S.  P. 
10  per  bundle.  .  .  . 

Roofing  Felt  

Wire,  Barb  

Wire,  Mesh,  4'x25' 


120 


-132 


9  1/ 


5  2-3 


5  1-3 


91  >^ 


Lbs. 

per 
Pkg. 


81 
1000 
338 


121 
07 


174 
115 

200 

370 

325 

34 
53 

100 

51  >i 


No. 
Pkgs. 
per 
Ton 


24  >^ 


No. 
Units, 


No. 
Units 


per  per 
Ton  Truck 


16 


11>^ 
10 


59 
38 

20 
39 


288 

4000 

3000 
16 

800 


15 

276 

630 
GOO 
1650 


854 

375 
22 


863 

12000 

9000 
48 

2400 


45 
8i7 

1890 

1800 


Pkgs. 
per 
Truck 


1062 

1125 
66 
60 


/ 


